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CLINICS. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


jcmaietlty sound and functionally active— 


cases in which the attack of gout is due 


20 PAGES 3. 


principally to excess and indiscretions of 


Treatment of Acute Gout in the London } diet ; and (2) cases in which the excretory 


Hospitals.—It is especially as regards the jorge are in some way disordered, and fail 


use of colchicum—a most ancient remedy 
for gout—that we have thoughi it interesting 
and important to glean the following particu- 
jars. The special power of this drug in 
controlling the inflammatory phenomena of 
the disease is generally recognized, but its 
modus operandi cannot be explained. The 
researches of Garrod go to show that col- 
chicum does not increase the amount of uric 
acid excreted by the kidneys, nor does it in 
all cases increase the quantity of urine. Yet 
the relief obtained by the use of this drug 
is in the experience of most practising mem- 
bers of the profession. 

St. George's Hospital.—For the purposes 
“of clinical instruction, Dr. Fuller divides 
cases of acute gout into two classes: namely, 
(1) cases in which the excretory organs are 


in performing their eliminative functions— 
cases in which the patient is not necessarily 
guilty of indiscretions of diet, but in which 
the liver and kidneys fail in their action, 
either as the result of functional disorder or 
of organic change in their structure. 

The first class of cases corresponds with 
those which pass under the name of sthenic 
gout: the tongue is usually furred, the urine 
loaded, and the bowels are commonly tor- 
pid. In theee cases, until the acute symp- 
toms have subsided, Dr. Fuller restricts the 
diet to liquids, administers a saline draught 
containing sulphate and carbonate of mag- 
nesia and a few drops of colchicum wine, 
occasionally gives an aperient pill contain- 
ing calomel, aconite, and opium, and wraps 
the joints - finely-carded wool or in flan- 
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nels steeped in a solution of soda and lauda- 


more generous diet is permitted, and some 
light bitter tonic. such as tincture of gentian 
or calumba, is added to the mixture. 


‘ acter of the cases of gout which fall under 
old, he believes, is now rarely met with, 
It is much more common to meet with the 
subacute form--the form, that is, which ig 


num. As the acute symptoms subside, the physician’s notice. The acute gout of 
3 


The second class of cases have more} more nearly allied to rheumatic gout, 
affinity with what has been termed atonic; Dr. Radcliffe does not employ colchicum, 
gout: the tongue is often clean, the urine} In a case of gout where some part of the 
clear—sometimes of low specific gravity—; foot is involved, he raises the limb toa 
and the bowelsare regular. In these cases} height above that of the pelvis, gives dilu- 
Dr. Fuller does not restrict the diet to the; ents, iodide of potassium, alkalies, and no 
same degree ; he allows a little meat with-{ colchicum. Nor does he give purgatives, 
out vegetables, and also, if desired, a glass; He diminishes the allowance of port wine 
of sherry or a little spirits and water. He and beer. 
acts freely on the skin by means of the hot-} Charing-Cross Hospital. —-Dr. Salter's 
air bath; administers an aperient in the$ treatment of cases of acute gout does not 
morning containing taraxacum and sulphate $ differ in any essential particulars from the 
of magnesia, and during the day he gives a} general management ot such cases; and the 
warm stomachic draught containing ammo- 3 results are such as, in his opinion, to entitle 
nia, and a few grains of soda in a light bit-; the treatment to be considered successful, 
ter infusion. Occasionally a dinner pill is; It consists of the administration of certain 
prescribed containing rhubarb and a grain remedies, the prescription of certain dietetic 
of colchicum; and in some instances, cha-$ and other management, and the application 
racterized by pale clear urine, a draught; to the part affected of a certain local treat- 
containing quinia, the mineral acids, and} ment. What he generally orders is a mix- 
taraxacum, is substituted for the mixture} ture containing iodide of potassium, bicar- 


just referred to. In these cases, as soon as 
the acute symptoms have subsided, a drachm 
of the syrup of phosphate of iron is given 
each morning before breakfast. 

Middlesex Hospital.—In the treatment 
of acute gout, Dr. Murchison commences 
by clearing out the bowels with colocynth, 
blue-pill, and henbane, and then he relies 
mainly on alkalies and colchicum, the bi- 
carbonate of potash and colchicum wine. 
With these he usually combines the nitrate 
of potash, and in private practice the patient 
is also instructed to drink lithia water. In 
rare cases, where there is irritability of the 
stomach, it may be necessary to subdue this 
by bismuth, magnesia, lime. water, and ice, 
with sinapisms to the epigastrium, before 
giving colchicum. The inflamed joints are 
cuvered with pledgets of lint moistencd 
with laudanum, or with belladonna liniment 
and oil silk, and the whole enveloped in 
cotton-wool, Opiates are not given, ex- 
cept in rare cases where the pain is pro- 
tracted and severe, and not even then unless 
the bowels be well open, and the urine free 
from albumen. The patient’s diet is re. 
stricted for the most part to milk and farina- 
ceous articles. : 

Westminster Hospital. -- Dr. Radcliffe 
thinks that during the last twenty years 
there has been a great change in the cha- 


3 bonate of potash, colchicum wine, and de 
coction of bark. “Ie regards as groundless, 
in the great majority of cases, the fears that 
are so often expressed of the peculiarly 
lowering tendency of colchicum; at the 
same time recognizing the fact that cases 
are sometimes met with which appear to be 
almost absolutely intolerant of it, and others 
that bear it very ill. He thinks that it 
should always be commenced very cautious 
ly and tentatively with those who have never 
taken it befure. He is equally incredulous 
of the opinion that has been expressed by 
Dr Todd and others, that colchicum tends 
to render gout more inveterate and more 
apt to recur. 

Dr. Salter thinks it very important, un- 
less the case is trifling, that the patient 
should be kept in bed, for the sake of the 
perfect physical rest, for suspending all 
wear and tear, and for getting some sleep by 
day in case the rest is much disturbed at 
night. He prescribes a light and simple 
diet—farinaceous foods made with milk, 
beef.tea. and fish. He does not by any 
means consider stimulant a sine qué non; 
he very often gives none at all ; and in cases 
where the patient’s condition absolutely re- 
quires it, he prefers claret, or claret and 
potass-water, to anything else. Unless the 
pain is very severe and distressing by day, 
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he does not give any sedative except at 
night, when he gives a sufficiently large dose 
to command sleep, whatever that dose may 
be. 

Dr. Salter’s local treatment—and this is 
the only thing that is at all peculiar—con- 
sists in the application to the affected part 
of a lotion consisting of a drachm of iodide 
of potassium, an ounce of bicarbonate of 
potass, and a pint of boiling water; to this 
he thinks a little opium may be advan- 
tageously added. Doubled lint saturated 
with this lotion is applied to the part affected, 
and covered with oil-silk; to that is put a 
layer of cotton- wool, and the whole swathed 
in a flannel bandage. The lint should be 
taken off from time to time, and re-dipped 
in the lotion. The relief that the patients 
experience for this application is very great. 
With or without this lotion, there are three 
other things on which Dr. Salter insists in 
the local treatment of a gouty joint—perfect 
physical rest, protection, and preventing the 
part affected being too dependent.—Lancet, 
Sept. 25, 1869. 


weak, and the saliva dribbled from his 
mouth. His right limbs were almost com- 
pletely paralyzed ; the left were weak. The 
heart’s sounds were natural. He died about 
twenty-four hours after admission. 

On examination of the body, Dr. Moxon 
found on the middle of the frontal bone a 
node, quite recent, in the form of a round 
patch of the size of a shilling and one fifth 
of an inch in thickness; it was in the deep 
layer of the pericranium, resting on the 
bone ; its deeper part was yellowish and 
opaque, aud its superficial part minutely 
vascular ; the bone itself was rather rough 
and porous looking, and injected at the 
Ietgewersiiai spot. This patch had all 





the characters of a syphilitic node on the 
bone. The surface of the cranium was un- 
even from older nodes. The dura mater 
was healthy. The arachnoid was rather 
thickened about the base of the brai:: and 
‘along the Sylvian fissure, but not at the 
vertex. Some of the cerebral arteries were 
diseased in a very remarkable manner. The 
{basilar artery especially had its size in- 
‘creased greatly, and its colour was of a 


Case of Acute Inflammatidn of the Cere.‘ milky white, so that for a length of three- 


bral Arteries during Syphilis.—The fol- 
lowing case is one of great significance, both 
as regards the clinical fact of syphilitic dis- 
eases of the brain, and as regards the patho- 
logical question of the relation of syphilis 
to arterial disease. Syphilitic node or 
“gumma’’ of the brain is amongst the best 
attested diseases; but the evidence which 
should prove that syphilitic inflammations 
directly attack the cerebral arteries is as yet 
far from conclusive in its extent. Mean- 
while the individual cases that have been 
published by Dr. Hughlings Jackson (Med. 
Times, 1866) and Dr. Moxon (Guy’s Hos- 
pital Reports, 1867), although very few, 
are of a convincing character. The case 
which we are about to describe occurred in 
Guy’s on July 31st, and is a very convine- 
ing example of acute syphilitic arteritis. 
The patient was a man, aged thirty-one, 
who was admitted July 29th, under the care 
of Dr. Fagge. He had suffered from syphi- 
lis, and had had headache for some months, 
He waa seized at midday on the 29h July 
with an apoplectiform atiack. He was 
found to be unable to speak, and this neither 
from aphasia nor aphonia, but b he 
could not move his tongue. He had great 
difficulty in swallowing. His lips were 





quarters of an inch it looked like a piece of 
boiled maccaroni; but its colour was at 
points more opaque, and its surface rather 
more irregular. The right vertebral artery 
was very small ; the left was proportionately 
large, and it was thickish and rather opaque 
and stiff. The change in the basilar artery 
was rather abrupt at both endsof the affected 
patch. On opening up the basilar artery, 
the channel was found to be continuous 
through it, but narrowed to half its natural 
size from the swelling of its walls. These 
were soft and fleshy, having all the qualities 
of firm lymph. The microscope showed 
that the lymph-like appearance was not de- 
ceptive, for the swollen wall of the vessel 
was composed of closely aggregated corpus- 
cles having all the characters of inflamma- 
tory corpuscles; these were in layers be- 
tween swollen remains of the proper coats. 
of the veasel. Thus there was no doubt 
whatever of an acutely inflamed state of the: 
arterial wall, and the correspondence of the 
lymph on the arterial wall with that in the 
pericranial node was marked enough. There 
were two spots on the left Sylvian artery 
showing the same remarkable inflammation. 
in an earlier stage. The substance of the: 
pons Varolii was swollen, and its parts in- 
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distinct as though running into each other, 
yet no breaking down had actually occurred; 
section through it showed, when submitted 
to a very feeble stream of water for a mo- 
ment, a noticeable degree of softening on 
the left side more than on the right. The 
portion of brain corresponding to the left 
Sylvian artery was rather soft. The other 
organs of the body did not yield any point 
worthy of notice. 


Dr. Moxon considered the occurrence of 


so acute a form of arteritis as in itself very 
interesting and very important. The dis- 
position at present, he thought, is too much 
to regard all changes in the arteries as of a 
chronic and degenerative kind. When the 
inside of an artery is found defaced by athe- 
roma and cartilaginous thickening, this is 
set down as the result of senile atrophic 
changes. Such chronic and degenerative 
changes are even commonly held to be the 
cause of aneurisms. He believed that this 
view of arterial pathology is very far from 
being correct. As to aneurisms. they ofien 
occur in young people, and the softened and 
thickened tracts of the arterial wall that ac- 
company the aneurisms are found, on mi- 
croscopic examination, to be infiltrated with 
inflammation corpuscles; so that, in short, 
many aneurisms, if not all, are accidents of 
arteritis. So, too, he believed that the de- 
formed senile arteries, that were viewed as 
degenerate, may be, in many cases at least, 
not degenerative and progressive, but rather 
remains of by-gone inflammation of the ar- 
terial coats, corresponding to old thicken- 
ings of the pleura, periosteal nodes, &c. 
This is not a new view, at least as regards 
the inflammatory nature of arterial diseases. 
The presence of inflammatory corpuscles in 
the walls of these arteries has been asserted 
by numerous observers, especially in Ger- 
many, and Dr. Moxon has verified the pre- 
sence of these corpuscles in many examples. 
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The Direct Method of Restoring Persons 
apparently dead from Drowning. — Dr, 
Bensamin Howarp, of New York, has de. 
vised the following method for the restora. 
tion from drowning, which seems prefera- 
ble, in some respects, to the plans usually 
resorted to, and is well worthy of having its 
merits tested by careful trial of it. 

1. Unless in danger of freezing, never 
move the patient from the spot where first 
rescued, nor allow bystanders to screen off 
the fresh air, but instantly wipe clean the 
mouth and nostrils, rip and remove all 
clothing to a little below the waist, rapidly 
rub dry the exposed part, and give two 
quick, smarting slaps on the stomach with 
your open hand. 

If this does not succeed immediately, 
proceed according to the following rules to 
perform artificial breathing :— 

2. Turn the patient on his face, a large 
bundle of tightly rolled clothing being 
placed beneath his stomach, and press 
heavily over it upon the spine for halfa 
minute. 

3. Turn the patient quickly again on his 
back, the roll of clothing being so placed 
beneath it as to make the short ribs bulge 
prominently forward, and raise them a litile 
higher than the level of the mouth. Let 
some bystander hold the tip of the tongue 
out of one corner of the mouth with a dry 
handkerchief, and hold both hands of the 
patient together, the arms being stretched 
forcibly back above the head. 

4. Kneel astride the patient’s hips, and 
with your hands resting on his stomach, 
spread out your fingers so that you can 
grasp the waist about the short ribs. Now, 
throw all your weight steadily forward 
upon your hands, while you at the same 


But the arteritis in the present case differed $time squeeze the ribs deeply, as if you 
from the ordinary forms of thickening of} wished to force everything in the chest 


the arteries. It affected all the coats, and 
the amount of the lymph formation was 
very unusual. The occurrence of this re- 
markable arterial disease along with peri- 
osteal nodes in a syphilitic patient is another 
important instance establishing the power 
of syphilis to cause acute dizease of the ar- 
teries.—Lancet, Sept. 25, 1869. 


upwards out of the mouth. Continue this 
while you can slowly count—one—two— 
three; then suddenly let go, with a final 
push, which springs you back to your first 
kneeling position. Remain erect upon your 
knees while you can count—one—two; 
then throw your weight forward again as 
before. repeating the entire motions— at first 
about four or five times a minute, increasing 
the rate gradually to about fitteen times @ 
minute, and continuing with the same re- 
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gularity of time and motion as is observed } petite said to be * erormous,’ ‘better than 
in the natural breathing which you are ; ‘for three years.’ Patient says, ‘the medi- 
imitating. ; cine killed the ague in just two days.’ 
5. Continue this treatment, though ap-{ ‘The pain in the bones ceased after the 
parently unsuccessful, for two hours, until; third day. It is worthy of remark that 
the patient begins to breathe; and for a} ; during the present attack, before applying 
while after this help him by well-timed; for medical advice, the patient had taken 
pressure to deepen his first gasps into full, i quinia in large quantities, sometimes 
deep breaths; while the friction of the} taking as much as twenty-four grains in a 
limbs, which should if possible have been} day, and in accordance with the directions 
kept up during the entire process, is now ; previously received from the physician who 
further increased. ‘formerly attended him, but without the 
6. After- Treatment—externally. As soon } least benefit.” 
as the breathing has become perfectly natu-} _ 
ral, strip the patient rapidly and complete- ; Death from Chloroform.—We find the 
ly. Enwrap him in blankets only, Put following brief record in the Chicago Medi- 
him in bed in a room comfortably warm, ; cal Journal for August last, of a case which 
but with a free circulation of fresh air, and ; occurred in “The County Hospital.’’ 
except for the administration of internal; April 16.—‘ Case of caries of ankle-joint 
treatment, let him have perfect rest. | seapeniing for amputation. Middle-aged 
Internally: Give a little hot brandy and } man, anemic. Chloroform administered 
water, or other stimulant at hand, every } with a folded towel in a judicious and skil- 
tenor fifteen minutes for the first hour, and; ful manner. One minute after the first 
as often thereafter as may seem expedient. inspiration a convulsive movement of the 
_ jextremities occurred. A few seconds later 
Intermittent Fever successfully treated : the chloroform was removed and his head 
by the Iodide of Potassium after Quinia declined. Afier four or five convulsive in- 
had failed.—Dr. S. L. Azsor records (Bus- ; spirations at long intervals, he ceased to 
ton Med. and Surg. Journ., Oct. 7, 1869) a: breathe. Face livid; pupils dilated; eyes 
case of this; a young man who had had ‘ and jaws open. The heart’s action was 
repeated attacks of intermittent fever. ? maintained for forty minutes.” 
During his last attack ‘‘ the chills had re-; -— 
curred daily, and the patient had suffered; Discourteous Treatment of the Medical 
much from almost constant, deep-seated } Profession. — Passed Assistant-surgeon 
pains of a rheumatic character, mostly in ; Chs. L. Green, of the U. 8. Navy, has been 
the chest and arms, which were most se- {recently tried and found guilty by a court- 
vere in the latter part of the day and at martial for “‘ treating with contempt his su- 
night, sometimes seriously disturbing sleep. ; perior officer while in the execution of his 


- There was some tenderness on pressure ; office,’’ and for *‘ disobeying a lawful order 


over the spleen, but no enlargement of | of his superior officer.” Both these charges 
that organ could be felt. Appetite much} ; were manufactured of the single fact that 
impaired. I.—Potass. iodid., gr. v; Fl.; his commanding officer, Lieutenant-Com- 
ext. quassize, f3ss befure each meal. mander Thomas O. Selfridge, ordered Dr. 
“‘ May 18. Patient reported that he com-} Green to discharge from his sick list John 
menced the use of the medicine on the) Simmons, an ordinary seaman, which order 
14th. On the evening of that day he had: Dr. Green refused to obey. 
a severe chill, which lasted two hours, and; The Secretary of the Navy approved the 
was followed by fever and profuse sweat- ‘ finding of the court, but disapproved of its 
ing, as usual. On the 15th he had another { sentence, which directed Dr. Green to be 
attack, but much less severe. There had } suspended from his rank, on furlough (half) 
been no recurrence since. The appetite } pay for two years, and to be publicly re- 
was improving; the bowels were regular, } primanded by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the patient felt much better generally. { who has remitted all the punishment except 
Directed to continue the use of the medi-; the public reprimand. 
cine until the 21st, when the evening dose ; In his elaborate paper on the subject, 
to be omitted. ‘ the Secretary admits that “ authority 
“‘ June 3. No chill since last report. Ap- cannot, of course, control the mind, nor 
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require a false expression of either personal} enemy’s ship or building wearing a hospital 
or professional opinion,”’ and yet sustains} flag. 
Lieutenant-commander Selfridge in his} There can be no reasonable doubt, how. 
wanton attempt to do this, namely, to re-} ever, that the commanding officer of a ves. 
quire Surgeon Green to express a profes-} sel of war has the right to command the 
sional opinion the reverse of that which he‘ professional services of every officer and 
conscientiously entertains. private on board while in health. Nor is 
We understand that the ‘‘sick list,’’ or; it doubted that this right is not abrogated 
‘‘binnacle list,’’ is the surgeon’s official re-; for a moment by the condition of sleep, 
port for the common information of the} of sickness, or of wound. Hence, in 
ship’s company. It is a brief expression efi thenep at least, the legal authority of the 
the surgeon’s professional opinion that all? captain of the ship over all on board never 
who are named on itare not physically quali-} intermits—is never suspended under any 
fied to discharge their usual duties on the day } circumstances. He has a lawful right, if so 
of itsdate. Noone hasa legal or moral right; disposed, to assume the moral responsibility 
to modi‘y such report without the sanction of; which may follow the exercise of it, to com. 
the surgeon. T’o add aname to the listor take} mand any officer or private’ to perform his 


one from it without the surgeon’s knowledge 
and approbation, is an arbitrary and unjustifi- 
able falsification. Ina word, the ‘ binnacle 


list’’ is identical in its official nature with the{ is not physically qualified. 


‘* sick report,’’ which is made for the cap- 
tain’s special information. The surgeon is 
alike responsible for the propriety of both. 
‘The pretension that the commanding officer, 
or any one else, has authority to require the 


duty, notwithstanding that the surgeon has 
by placing his name on the sick list, offi- 
cially given his professional opinion that he 
But to do s0 is 
to treat the surgeon contemptuously, and to 
incur almost certainly that odium which ty- 
rannical and cruel conduct is sure to engen- 
der in-the minds of humane men. 
Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge had a 


surgeon to add to or take from either, a{ lawful right to order John Simmons to do 
word or a name, is an indefensible and mis- 
chievous pretension which honest logic can- 


not sustain. Every man is exclusive master 
of his official and professional opinions— 
otherwise he cannot be justly held respon- 
sible for them. Surely the Secretary of the 
Navy cannot imagine that a commanding 
officer has lawful authority to require on his 
dictation a surgeon to place on or remove 
from the ‘‘binnacle list’’ or on the ‘‘ sick 
report,’’ the name of any officer or private. 

It is self-evident, that it is within the le- 
gitimate province of the surgeon exclusively 
to determine whoare in condition to require 
his professional care, and it belongs to him 
alone to make the ‘‘ sick list’’ as well as the 
** sick report.” 

Those named on the “sick liat’’ are ex- 
cused from duty, not by command of the 
surgeon, but by the authority inherent to 
the ‘‘ sick list’’ itself—an authority it pos- 
sesses from its being an official expression 
of professional opinion. Both for humane 
and , the authority of the 
‘* sick list’’ to exempt from duty has been 
uniformly respected, in all military services, 
so long, as to become common law. Mr. 





ical 1 





his duty and refrain from medical ministra- 
tions. But he was restrained from this 
course by his lifelong habit of respecting the 
authority of the sick list, and for that rea- 
son resorted to the expedient of ordering 
Dr. Green to reverse and thus falsify his 
professional opinion by removing the man’s 
name from the sick list. In this act he 
treated with contempt his inferior officer. 
Inferior as well as superior officers are en- 
titled to respect. 

The attempt to establish the pretension 
that a commanding officer has a right to 
compel a medical officer to change his pro- 
fessional opinion, sustained as it has been by 
the formalities of a court-martial, and the 
deliberate opinion of a newly-appointed 
Secretary of the Navy, is fraught with evil, 
and is reprehensible in the highest degree. 
It degrades medical service in the navy, avd 
through it is insulting to the entire pro- 
fession. 

Dr. Charles L. Green has resigned his 
commission in the navy, and thus adopted 
the only course left to him, in order to up- 
hold the honour and dignity of his profes- 
sion. 


Selfridge himse!f felt compelled to recognize ; The medical corps of the navy is com- 
this authority. He no more dared to trans-? posed of as highly educated, skilful, and hon- 
gress it than he would dare to fire upon an; ourable a body of gentlemen as any other 
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corps in the service; and, if the nation re- ie usual anesthetic properties, and not in- 
quires their services, this instance of flagrant }duce the hyperesthesia that is obtained. 
wrong, having its remote origin in the un- } Besides, the breath of the animals was 
founded prejudice of the line against the staff} strongly impregnated with the odour of 
officers of the navy, demonstrates that Con-$ chloral ; M. Demarquay, therefore, believes 
gress should establish a proper rank for { that chloral is eliminated through the respi- 
medical officers such as their education, im-} ratory organs, and is not decomposed in the 
portant duties, and the dignity of their pro- } blood. 
fession entitle them, and which is accorded? As tothe manner in which the chloral was 
to them in every other service except our} tried, M. Demarquay employed a solution 
own. The law on this subject should be so? of the substance, which he administered in 
plain in its terms, and so specific in its pro- } subcutaneous injections, in doses varying 
visions, that no one may reasonably doubt; from twenty centigrammes to one gramme 
the limits of his duty or authority. fand twenty centigrammes, Jn no case did 
We take occasion to recommend our$death take place. After a period of from 
readers to invite to this subject the atten-? fifteen to thirty minutes, the animals would 
tion of their congressional frien 1s, and to{ fall into a condition of complete insensi- © 
endeavour to impress upon them the ne-? bility, as if they were in a deep sleep. 
cessity of appropriate legislation in the pre-; This slumber lasted from two to three hours, 
mises at an early day. and then, notwithstanding the degree of in- 
sensibility or of depression exhibited by the 
See animals, they all awoke of their own accord, 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. cand were quite well on the next day. The 
same rabbits were made use of in several 
Experiments with Chloral —On account ; successive experiments. 
of the interest which the question of chloral; The following details touching the phe- 
is now exciting in the medical world, it is; nomena which the animals exhibited whilst 
important to note the results of a series of } under the influence of chloral, and the ap 
experiments which M. Demarquay, surgeon § pearances which were observed on their 
tothe Hospice Dubois, has recently insti- } being opened alive during sleep, will, 1 am 
tuted to test the properties of this substance. $ sure, be perused with interest. In trans- 
M. Demarquay has arrived at some results? cribing this part of M. Demarquay’s re- 
which are the same as those pointed out by $searches I had better quote his own 
M. Liebreich, but he differs from the latter ; words :— 
experimenter on many points of importance.’ ‘‘ The ocular and palpebral mucous mem- 
According to the surgeon of La Maison; brane is injected. ‘The ears show a most 
Municipale, chloral is the most rapid andremarkable vascularity. One would say 
the most perfect of hypnotics. It produces $that the animals have undergone section of 
almost instantly a complete resolution of the § the great sympathetic, as in Claude Ber- 
muscular apparatus ; but, far from being an $ nard’s beautiful experiment. I must hasten 
anesthetic like chloroform, it induces ato add that this intense vascularity of the 
marked state of hyperesthesia. Thus, } ears is not accompanied by any increase of 
when the rabbits upon which he experi-; heat. If the sensibility of the animals is 
mented were under the influence of chloral, {examined during the time of the experi- 
they exhibited an extraordinary condition of § ment, it is found that they present an ezal- 
sensibility. On slightly pinching the tail; ¢atcon of this faculty; on pinching, how- 
orthe lips of the animal, there were pro ~ever slightly, the tail, the ears, or the lips 
duced disorderly movements and plaintive § of these animals, disorderly movements and 
cries which are not obtained by exciting the? plaintive cries are elicited, which do not 
animals in their normal condition. On ac-$ take place on exciting an animal in its or- 
count of this phenomenon, M. Demarquay }dinary condition. Under the influence of 
does not admit M. Liebreich’s view touch. } chloral the pulse becomes extremely small, 
ing the decomposition of chloral in the and at the end it can no lunger be reckoned. 
blood, through the alkalinity of this fluid The animal temperature, under the influ- 
and the subsequent formation of chloroform § ence of this agent, administered in strong 
inthe system. He contends that if chlo-? doses, lowers from one-half of a degree to 
roform were thus formed, it would exhibit } one whole degree. In the greater number 
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of cases, the rabbits set asleep by chloral } effect of carbolic acid in twenty seven cases 
exhale the odour of this substance through} of obstinate intermittent fever, in which 
their nostrils—a fact which would lead one} quinine and iron had been employed with. 
to suppose that it is scarcely, if at all, de- 3 out any good results. They are stated to 
composed in the blood. If the animals are } have injected three-fourths of a grain of the 
opened alive whilst under experimentation, }acid dissolved in water, hypodermically, 
congestion of the abdominal viscera is} with most satisfactory results.—Ibid., from 
found ; the mesenteric vessels are turgid ; } Centralblatt. 

all the mucous membranes are injected, and _ 

particularly that of the trachea. A good; External Use of Digitalis as a Diuretic, 
view of this extreme vascularity is espe-;—Dr. Brown has succeeded in re-estab. 


cially obtained on killing an animal upon 
which injections have not been performed. 
The central neryous system, the brain, the 
cerebellum, and their membranes show an 
intense vascularity. Thesame remark ap- 
plies to the spinal cord and its investing 


lishing the renal function in six cases of 
calculus of the kidney, when all other mea- 
sures had been tried without effect, by the 
external use of digitalis in the form of poul- 
tices made either by throwing the fresh 
leaves into boiling water, or by incorporat- 





membranes. I have not been able to make} ing the concentrated tincture with linseed 
out any change in the coloration of the great} meal. A rapid fall of the pulse follows the 
sympathetic, on account of its small size in | application. The cataplasms made with the 
rabbits: the microscope will not fail to ac- {leaves are especially to be recommended, 
quaint us with the modifications which the } afd they should be renewed every six hours 
nervous cellules undergo. The muscles are } till the lowering of the pulse warns us to 
extremely vascular; indeed, they have be- ‘ desist.—Dublin Quart. Journal Med. Sci, 
come quite ruddy. It appeared to me that; Aug. 1869, from Rev. de Thér., Dec. 1868. 
the blood had assumed a somewhat violet - 
hue.”’ > Effects of Carbolic Acid on the Economy, 
M. Demarquay has been trying chloral, ‘on Vegetable Parasites, and Diseases of 
administered internally, in combination ‘the Skin.—Dr. Neumann, of Vienna, has 
with syrup of balsam of tolu. The com- ; published, in Dr. Pick’s Archiv fiir Der. 
pound was administered to twenty patients } ) matologie und Syphilis, Part 111. (1869), 
in doses varying from one to five grammes} an excellent article on the above subject, 
of chloral. M. Demarquay summed up his ; The author experimented largely on ani- 
communication as follows :— {mals and plants, and has used the acid ina 
1. Chloral has a well-marked hypnotic? certain number of cases, the principal of 
action, especially in weak and debilitated} which he relates. Dr. Neumann sums up 
patients. Ses follows: Carbolic acid is an energetic 
2. The duration of its action is in direct } poison, which acts directly on the nervous 
proportion with the feebleness of the pa-} system; its external or internal use may 
tients. ;cause death. It acts three times more 
3. The sleep which it brings on is gene- $ quickly when injected under the skin than 
rally calm, and is accompanied by restless ; when taken into the stomach. The acid 
ness only when the patients are suffering } is useful in scaly skin diseases, but espe- 
from intense pain. This induces one to cially in their early stage; it may be used 
employ it in diseases where it is desired; as a caustic in chronic inflammations, and 
especially to induce sleep and muscular ree in parasitic affections. The acid, finally, 
solution. possesses the power of arresting the germi- 
4, Lastly, this remedy may be employed ; nation of the lower vegetable organisms; 
in high doses, since no ill effects result but the solutions must for this purpose be 
from it when administered in doses of from} stronger than has been advised—viz., 1 in 
one to five grammes.—Lancet, Sept. 25,} 500 or 300, and not 1 in 1000.—Lancet, 
and Oct. 9, 1869. Sept. 18, 1869, 


Nitrate of Lead in Onychia, etc.—Dr. 


Carbolic Acid as a Febrifuge.—M. Chev- 
reul has reported to the French Academy } pe Mozrtoose speaks (Rev. de Thér. Med., 
of Sciences that Drs. Jesster and BarRrant, } Oct. 1868) most favourably of the good 
in the Mauritius, have been trying the’ effects of applying powdered nitrate of lead 
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to the sanious fungous ulcers resulting from ‘ of scabies in the hospital at Bergen, where 
onychia. A single application of this salt ‘the cure of the disease seemed to consti- 
every twenty-four hours is sufficient, a light | tute a sort or specialty. Dr. Holmboes’ 
bandage being put on over the diseased ‘ treatment is as follows: The patient is first 
surface, and it is stated that after the first $ put into a warm bath, and is afterwards 
dressing the pain ceases, the swelling de-} well rubbed with the tar and soap ointment 
creases, suppuration is leesened, and the } (equal parts of common tar and green soap). 
fetid odour is destroyed. Of course, if any { The inunction is repeated two or three 
irregular horny fragments are seen at the} } times a day, and the cure rarely takes more 
bottom of the ulcer, it will be necessary ; than a few days. Sometimes troublesome 
first to excise them. The most rebellious | eruptions remain afterwards, and in a few 
cases are cured often in eight or ten days, } cases i it is found requisite to resort to sul- 
at most in three or four weeks. An ex- { ; phur. The same plan is adopted both for 
tension of its use might be made to young and old.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
certain obstinate scrofuious and unhealthy Aug. 28. 

ulcers. - Dublin Quart. Journ. Med. Science, 


August, 1869. 

Mercurial Plaster in Cutaneous Affec- 
tions.—This remedy it appears (Der prak- 
tische Arzt) is largely employed by V. 
Hepra in the local treatment of cutaneous 


affections, and especially in those which} 


are characterized by a deposit of some dis- 
eased product in the skin. The composi- 
tion of this remedy is shown in the follow- 
ing formula: 
terebinthine, Ziss ; 





Acute Orchitis.—Mr. Furneaux JoRDAN 
states that he can cure acute orchitis in 


‘ twenty-four hours, by at once painting the 


scrotum with a strong solution of nitrate of 
silver (3ij to 3j), while a stripe of vesica- 
tion is excited over the adjoining femoral 
artery, ¢. e., the next vascular territory by 
means of linimentum iodi. 

Mr. Nose Smita has also employed a 
{solution of caustic (3j to 3j), with the 


B.—Hydrargyri, Ziij; Olei ; best results in the treatment of the out- 
Emplast. diachylon, ‘patients at St. Mary’s Hospital, who suffer 


3xij.—M. ft. Emplastrum. It is most com- ‘ from orchitis; using an evaporating lotion 


monly used in the syphilides. In hard 


for the first few days.——Dublin Quarterly 


chancre it is preferable to all other local Journ. Med. Sci., Aug. 1869, from Brit. 


applications, and can be conveniently used § 
when spread on linen and wound round the 
penis. It is very useful in enlargement of 
the inguinal glands previous to the forma- 
tion of an abscess. It is indicated in the 
squamous and ulcerated forms of cutaneous 
syphilides, where its value may be shown 
by covering one portion of the affected skin 
with the plaster, and leaving another ex- 
posed, when it will be found that the former 
soonest recovers. It is very advantageously 
applied to the condylomata of children, and 
in psoriasis palmaris and plantaris; in rha- 
gades it may be mingled with a little lin- 
seed oil, Dr. Neumann uses the same 
remedy in the obstinate form of cutaneous 
disease termed acne indurata, and recom: 
Mends it strongly in sycosis. Finally, it 
constitutes an excellent remedy against 
that most obstinate and distressing affection 
termed lichen articatus chronicue.—The 
Practitioner, Oct. 1869. 


Treatment of Scabies.—Mr. JonaTHAN 
Hurcuinson, in his ‘‘ Norwegian Notes,”’ 
states that there were a great many cases 





‘Med. “Journ., Jan. 1 and Feb. 6, 1869. 

Ovariotomy in a Girl Twelve Years 
Old.—Dr. Jovon, of Nantes, has removed 
an ovarian tumour weighing twenty pounds 
from a girl only twelve years old, who had 
never menstruated. A long narrow pedi- 
cle was secured by a clamp, and the patient 
recovered. The case is reported in the 
Gazette Hebdomadaire. This is probably 
the youngest patient on whom ovariotomy 
has been performed, as Mr. Spencer Wells’ 
youngest patient was fourteen. She had 
not menstruated, and also recovered. Mr. 
Wells has had three successful cases in 
girls of seventeen.— Med. Times and Gaz., 
Oct. 9, 1869. 

Ulceration of Intestine Causing Sudden 
Death.—A young gentieman, a clerk, was 
taken ill on Tuesday morning, and kept his 
bed through the day. On the evening of 
Wednesday a cup of tea was sent to him. 
Very shortly afterwards, his sister went to 
his room and found him writhing on his bed 
in agony. He said he was choking, and 
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asked for some brandy, but before she could; The Antt- Vaccination Agitators.—We 
leave the room to get it he suddenly expired fer it is not possible for any argument or 
in her arms. Mr. James Kirkwood, the’ any form of suasion to stay the tide of folly 
father of the deceased, said his son had not} and ignorance which is now raging against 
been ailing in any way previous to Tuesday ; one of the most beneficent discoveries ever 
last, and up to that time had never been; permitted to man; it must exhaust itself, 
under medical treatment in his life. Thes The chief actors in the anti-vaccination 
family were awakened early on Tuesday’ movement are men upon whom all state- 
motning by the shrieks of the deceased,; ments of fact and argument would be 
whom they found on the staircase walking } wasted. For one reason or other, they 
in agony and complaining of intense pain in; have taken their side. A position opposed 
the stomach. For a time he completely lost {10 the wishes and belief of the rest of the 
his sight. Brandy was administered, de-{ community gratifies their vanity, and sup. 
ceased was put to bed, and medical aid? plies them with pleasant excitement. 
summoned. On the following day he ap-} It is very desirable that medical men 
peared to have perfectly recovered. Dr.} should make known, as widely as possible, 
Kibbler, who had attended deceased, said § that which the public call ‘* communicating 
that from the external appearance of the} the seeds of loathsome disease,” and sur- 
body, there was not the slighest indication} geons speak of as ‘‘ vaccinal syphilis,” is 
of disease, ard he was perfectly at a loss to} really almost mythical. A series of Italian 
account for death. Subsequently witness; cases, a few French ones, about many of 
made a post-mortem examination, and found; which there is much doubt, and we have 
an ulcer in the intestines. This, itappeared,} but few other facts in this direction to 
had suddenly given way, and there was a{ mention. Almost without exception, Eng- 
great deal of fluid in the abdominal cavity, lish and German authorities agree in con- 
which would at once account for death. He § sidering this alleged danger as practically 
had never before either met with or heard} non-existent. The same argument may be 
of a case of a similar character, and it was! most truthfully held as regards the trans- 
one which would prove of so much interest} mission of scrofula. Perhaps the most 
to the members of the medical profession } convincing statement which could be made 
that he was thankful the family of the de- } to an uneducated person, in respect to both 
ceased had resolved upon allowing a post- ; these supposed risks, is. that medical men 
mortem examination to take place. have no sort of scruple in submitting their 
There are several interesting features in} own children to them, and thus furnish the 
this case, and it would have been well had} strongest proof of utter disbelief in their 
it been put on record in more detail. The} reality. 
temporary loss of sight in connection with} It ought to be urged, also, that our pro- 
an abdominal lesion is a symptom which, fession has, excepting the public good, no 
may claim attention. We believe it is not} sort of object in advising vaccination. It 
very infrequent.—Brit. Med. Journ., Sept.} would be greatly to our pecuniary advan- 
25, 1869. tage, and would increase the amount of 
— illness immensely, if smallpox were again 
Animal Vaccination.—This subject has? allowed to prevail. 
been very elaborately discussed at a As regards the production of skin-dis- 
French Academy of Medicine, recently.} eases, it is desirable to speak with perfect 
Three points seem to be well established; candour. Now and then, but only very 
by this discussion: 1. The necessity of: rarely, vaccination, conducted with every 
performing revaccination after a certain pe-? possible care, becomes, as any other local 
riod of time. 2. The obvious existence of} irritant on the delicate skin might do, the 
vaccinal syphilis, and the necessity of guard-$ cause of an eczema or a porrigo. The 
ing against its occurrence ; its lesser fre-; commonest form of eruption (and still a 
quency, however, than has been stated by ‘ very rare one) is that known at the Black. 
sume, and the necessity of carefully scru-? friars Hospital as ‘‘ contagious porrigo,” 
tinizing alleged cases of contamination. 3.} and recently named, by Dr. Tilbury Fox, 
The harmlessness - nay, the utility—of ani- fee impetigo contagiosa.”’ It spreads, in all 
mal vaccine and the necessity of employing § probability, in virtue of the contagion of 
it, at least occasionally, if not altogether in‘ pus. It produces a very free eruption; but 
lieu of human vaccine. 
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it is very easily curable by local measures 
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Transfusion of Blood.—Professor Lan- 


only, and leaves no ill result whatever.3 pors of Greifswald gives the statistics of 


Eczema will probably only occur in those 
predisposed to it; and, as every mother 
knows, ‘‘tettery rashes’’ are so common in 
children during dentition, that it is absurd 
to attribute them to vaccination because 
they chance to occur in apparent connec- 
tion with it.—Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. 9. 
1869 

In the Lancet of 9th of Oct., it is stated 
that “ smallpox is again making its appear- 
ance in the southern districts of London. 
Since the crusade against vaccination, 
children are not brought in anything like 
former numbers to the district vaccinators. 
nor are the applications for lymph half so 
numerous as heretofore from private prac- 
titioners.’” 

The public in this country should take 
warning from this fact before it is too late. 

The Order and Co-ordination of Hysteri- 
cal Phenomena.—Some ingenious views 
touching the phenomena exhibited in hys- 
teria have been brought forward by M. 
Chairon, physician to the Asile du Vésinet. 
Basing his conclusions on a great number 
of observations taken in his own practice, 
M. Chiron sums up his views as follows: 
Whenever in a young woman or young girl 
there exists a compression or inflammation 
of one or both ovaries, there occurs almost 
invariably a sympathetic paralysis of the 
reflex movement of the epiglottis, and of all 
the organs which constitute the pharynx. 
Whenever these two phenomena are found 
together in the same person, there arises an 
affection which the author designates by the 
name of hysteric cachexia. The attack of 
hysterics is but the consequence of this re. 
flex paralysis. The epiglottis, lowered down 
over the upper orifice of the larynx, can no 
longer raise itself, and hence result the at- 
tack, the suffocation, the convulsive move- 
ments of the limbs, and the spasms which 
constitute the hysteric fit. The asphyxia 
which arises from the repeated attacks 
necessarily induces a perversion of vitality, 
and consequently the sensorial perversions 
and the anesthesia obgerved in almost all 
hysterical subjects. The treatment should 
therefore be addressed to the functional dis- 
orders of the ovaries. Above all, it must 
be local, in order to obtain the resolution of 
the ovaritis, which is the chief, if not the 








ninety-nine cases in which transfusion of 
blood was performed on accouut of hemor- 
rhage. In eleven cases, there was from 
the first no hope of success. Of the re- 
maining eighty eight, the result was suc- 
cessful in sixty-five, in twenty the operation 
failed, and in three the result was doubtful. 
Transfusion has been performed in twelve 
cases of poisoning ; in three only with suc 
cess.—British Medical Journal, Sept. 25+ 
1869. 


Cutaneous Affection caused by the Use of 
Bromide of Potassium.—Bromide of potas- 
sium has been so largely employed of late 
years in the treatment of a great variety of 
diseases, that it is well to bear in mind that 
it may itself induce certain cutaneous affec- 
tions, and these have been particularly 
noted by M. Voisin. He enumerates no 
less than five; namely, 1. An eruption re- 
sembling acne, affecting principally the 
face and chest, accompanied by more or 
less itching, and rarely with fever. This 
may occur when not more than a drachm 
has been ingested. 2. Amongst ninety- 
six epileptics treated with bromide of po- 
tassium, there occurred six times large, 
elongated, rose or cherry-red swellings, 
half an inch or more in diameter, on the 
surface of which collections of pustules, 
also resembling acne, were developed. 
The swellings occurred invariably on the 
lower extremities, and were extremely 
painful. They healed very slowly, thick 
crusts forming, leaving indelible yellow 
spots, covered with scales. 3. On two oc- 
casions an exanthematous eruption resem- 
bling erythema nodosum appeared, though 
unaccompanied by any febrile symptoms, 
which lasted for more than six months. 
4 Very troublesome furunculosis, or suc- 
cession of boils with carbuncles on the 
neck. 5. In one instance an eczematous 
eruption appeared on the legs, which lasted 
for a year, and was accompanied by pro- 
fuse secretion. In this instance, also, the 
greater part of the head was affected with 
pityriasis. The treatment recommended 
by M. Voisin, as generally applicable for 
these cutaneous affections, consists in the 
administration of alkaline drinks and baths, 
sudorifics, local emollients, ete.—Practi- 


sole cause of all the phenomena mantis! tioner, Oct. 1869, from Centralblatt. 


Lancet, Sept. 25, 1869, 
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BY JOHN Z. LAURENCE, F.R.C.&., &c., 


Surgeon to the Ophthalmic Hospital, Southwark, &c, 
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With Numerous Illustrations, 
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Preface to the Second Edition. 

It is now upwards of two years since the ‘‘ Handy-book of Ophthalmic Surgery” was, 
through the enterprise of my eminent publisher, submitted to the American Profession. 
The favorable reception it met with has induced Mr. Lea to issue the present edition, the 
revision of which I have, at his request, undertaken. 

Every author must have experienced the difference between reading his thoughts in his 
manuscript and re-reading them after they have been printed in a connected form, and 
have felt surprised at the numerous corrections, both in matter and diction, of which his 
work was still susceptible. The present one formed no exception to this rule. Indeed, 
the corrections, expansions, and additions have considerably increased the bulk of the 
volume; I hope not to an inconvenient extent. Thanking my American brethren for the 
kind consideration they have hitherto so liberally accorded to my humble efforts in the 
cause of our common’science, I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

J. Z. LAURENCE. 

As the author refers throughout the work to the test-types of Snellen, a selection from 
them has been appended to the volume, which, it is hoped, will add to its value as a work 
of daily use for the practitioner. 


No book on ophthalmic surgery was more need- 
ed. Designed, as it is, for the wants of the busy 
practitioner, it is the ne plus ultra of perfection. 
It epitomizes all the diseases incidental to the eye 
in a clear and masterly manner, not only ena- 


variety of disease, but affording him the more 
important assistance of proper treatment Allto- 
gether this is a work which ought certainly to be 
in the hands of every general practitioner.—Dub- 
lin Med. Press and Circular, Sept. 12, 1866. 


bling the practitioner readily to diagnose each 





ALSO, JUST ISSUED: 
THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF 


n 4 
STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA AND URINARY FISTULE. 
BY Str HENRY THOMPSON, F.R.C.S., 
Professor of Clinical Surgery, and Surgeon to University College Hospital, London. 
FROM THE THIRD AND REVISED LONDON EDITION. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH PLATES AND ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD. 
In one very handsome octavo volume of about 360 pages, extra cloth, $3 50. 

In his recent revision of this classical work, the author has sought to condense it by omit- 
ting such portions as seemed superfluous, and thus, notwithstarding the additions requisite 
to bring it thoroughly on a level with the existing condition of the subject, its size will be 
found somewhat reduced. The volume has long been known in England as the leading 
authority on its important subject, and, with his latest revisions, it can hardly fail to be 
welcomed by the American profession. 


It gives us much pleasure to announce that this excellent practical work has reached a third edi- 
tion.—British Med. Journal, July 24, 1869. 





CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS—Just Issuced. 


A COURSE OF PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY, 
ARRANGED FOR THE USE OF MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


BY WILLIAM ODLING, M.B., F.R.S., 
Lecturer on Chemistry at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
From the Fourth and Revised London Edition. With numerous Illustrations. 
neat royal 12mo. volume of about 250 pages, cloth extra, $2 00. 
From Prof. Jonn Bacon, M. D., Prof. of Chem., | From W. E, A. Aixin, M. D., Prof. of Chemistry 
in Harvard University, Oct. 8, 1869. tn the Univ. of Maryland, Oct. 6, 1869. 
I have used the earlier English editions, and I shall take pleasure in recommending it to the 
— it one of the best manuals of practical | chemical class in the University. 
chemistry. 


In one 


HENRY C. LEA, Philadelphia. 





